
This week: W6 The Judges 

The Israelites have now become a nation and have entered the Promised Land, 

but they have no king.  Instead, God gives them a variety of ‘interim leaders’, 

called judges, whose main responsibility is to save the people from the 

surrounding enemies.  As we read these exciting stories, we learn the 

consequences of disobedience as well as God’s response when his people cry out 

and return to him. 

 

Daily Readings 
 

1 Endangered species Judges 2:6 – 3:6  

 Where are you in your relationship with God just now?  Becoming a little 

distant?  Running into trouble, or even disaster?  What can you learn 

from your past that will draw you closer to God in the present? 

2 Girl power  Judges 4,5 

 How have you / could you cultivate the ability to hear and follow God’s 

direction?  In what area of your life do you most need to rely on God’s 

power? 

3 How can I be sure?  Judges 6,7 

 How do you listen to God?  What has he been telling you?  Is there a 

particular need or issue about which you need to wait on God for 

confirmation? 

4 A lady’s man Judges 13 - 16  

 What are the motivating factors in your relationships with those of the 

opposite sex?   How could you develop relationships that honour God?  

(1 Tim 5:1,2) 

5 Love story  Ruth 1 – 4    

 What tough times are you facing at the moment?  How might God be 

trying to build your character through them?  

 

Next week: W8 The Rise of Israel 
 

 

My favourite Bible verse  -  Michael Wardlow 

‘Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 

in the earth. (Psalm 46:10 NIV) 

Step out of the traffic! Take a long, loving look at me, your High God, above politics, 

above everything. (Psalm 46:10 Message) 

‘This verse speaks into my busy life – a life which is often more about doing, than being 

and orders me to “step out of the traffic” (The Message) and be still. This is not a 

suggestion but a command, a call to stop my frenetic activities in mid flow and pause to 

focus on God and not on my personal worries and concerns. He calls me to “know” he is 

God. It is a knowledge which fills me with joy, hope and a desire to know him better’ 

Last week:  W5 The Law and the Land 
Refresh (A summary of last week’s message): 

The purpose in biblefresh is to be reminded of God’s wider plan which is really your only 

refuge when your world seems to be falling apart. 

God’s purpose for his people is to receive their worship and thanksgiving … our 

understanding of God depends critically on our understanding of why he has this purpose 

for us. 

The purpose of God’s law was to force us to confront the reality of sin in terms of actual 

guilt – the concept of sin in the abstract would never create a penitent heart. 

The purpose of God’s grace is to overcome the guilt of our sin – but we would miss the point 

entirely if we deliberately commit sin in order to encounter grace – God wants us to want to 

be righteous even though we could never be righteous by any effort. 

The purpose of the inheritance God gave to Israel was to establish a dwelling place on earth 

for his name. 

Freshen up (Some ideas) 

Why not talk to God about what he is saying to you, as you read your bible?  You can do this 

as you read.  You can do this when you finish reading and have reflected on it.  You can do 

this throughout the day as his words come back to you.   

Why not tell someone what God has been saying to you?  Someone in your family, a friend, 

someone in your Small Group. 

Why not ask someone to pray with you about what God has been saying?  A friend in 

church, or just walk over with your coffee and pray with the team on Sunday?  

Refreshed?  

Please tell us your experience of what the Bible has meant, and still means, to you:  

admin@christchurchbelfast.org  


